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The Social Enterprise Academy provides transformational learning and
development programmes for people and organisations working for social change.
Launched in Scotland in 2004, we have helped over 18,000 learners to develop themselves
and their organisations to create sustainable businesses and have greater social impact.
Our programmes support organisations at all stages of development and focus on;
leadership, entrepreneurship, social impact measurement, and personal development.
The Social Enterprise in Education programme, created in partnership with the Scottish
Government in 2007, has supported over 1,100 schools to set up pupil-led social
enterprises to solve the social issues they care about while developing key core
employability skills for the future.
Since 2016, we have been replicating internationally, working with partners in 14 countries
around the world to support social enterprise development in their communities.
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Why learning and development?
People stepping up to change the world need support.
Through collaborations with local and international partners, our programmes help
strengthen local communities, build sustainable organisations and enable the next
generation to tackle the social and environmental challenges facing society today.
14 country teams now offer our accredited learning programmes in their communities,
operated by local partners and facilitated by local social change leaders.

Fact sheet: adult programmes

Through our learning and development programmes, individuals and organisations
around the world are learning the skills, behaviours and mind-sets they need to thrive.
Programmes are delivered by experienced learning facilitators who are social change leaders
themselves, so can understand the challenges facing learners in the room.
Our accredited, practical programmes give learners an opportunity to share experiences with
peers and explore their strengths and development areas in a safe environment.

Social Enterprise Academy learning and development programmes focus on four main areas:
• Leadership
• Entrepreneurship
• Social Impact Measurement
• Personal Development
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Impact Link
India, Pakistan & China
A package of support for emerging
social enterprises, including; leadership
development, funding for growth and
social enterprise mentoring and
connections with social enterprise
peers in Scotland.
Supported by:

Impact Makers & Creators
South Africa
In partnership with SEED Academy,
supporting ideation-and-growth-stage
social and creative entrepreneurs in Cape
Town and Johannesburg to build their
businesses, make their impact sustainable,
and reach wider beneficiaries.
Supported by:

Get on Board
Scotland
Delivered as part of ‘Year of Young People’
in 2018, this leadership programme
supported young people from the
Highlands & Islands to develop the mindsets, behaviours, and skills needed to
become social enterprise board-ready.
Supported by:

As seen in:

Fact sheet: Social Enterprise Schools
Through Social Enterprise Schools, young people are setting up their own sustainable
businesses to tackle the social and environmental issues that matter most to them.
Created in 2007, in partnership with the Scottish Government, the programme has supported
young people in over 1000 schools across Scotland to set up pupil-led social enterprises,
developing key skills for the future while empowering them to affect social change in their
school, local community, and beyond.
The programme also offers professional learning opportunities for teachers to understand
more about social enterprise, how it can be used as a tool for skills development and improved
well-being, and how they can support their pupils through the programme.
The Scottish Government has committed funding to ensure that we can offer this opportunity
to every school in Scotland over the next 8 years.
The first international replication of the programme took place in Victoria, Australia in 2016,
with recent pilots taking place in 2019 in Blantyre, Malawi and in London, England in 2020.

4

1,100

2,400

350

Countries

Schools

Teacher
Workshops

Social
Enterprise
Awards

examples

The Big Issue: Schools
Special Magazine
Scotland/UK
In this special edition of The Big Issue, read how
young people in Scotland, London, Australia
and Malawi have been tackling the social issues
that matter most to them.
Sponsored by:

SDG Interactive
Showcase
Scotland, Australia & Malawi
Read how young people taking part in the
Social Enterprise Schools programme around
the world are supporting the sustainable
development agenda and creating real social
and environmental impact.

Social Enterprise
Schools: Vimeo Channel
Australia, Malawi & Scotland
Watch videos of young social entrepreneurs
in action – sharing the stories behind their
social enterprises and the impact Social
Enterprise Schools has had on them, their
school and their local community.

As seen in:

Our Partners

Thanks to the long-term support, collaboration and investment from our partners, we
are able to provide valuable learning and development support to those stepping up to
affect social change around the world.
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